
Grace mercy and peace from God our source of love and faith 

and forgiveness. AMEN. 

Before we fully jump in – I learned a fun fact – which is that today 

marks the 565 anniversary of the first Bible printed. So…in case 

that comes up in a trivial pursuit game in your near future, you 

can thank our friends at Luther Seminary who offered that fact for 

us today. 

How wonderful to be with you all this morning – thank you for the 

invitation to return as we anticipate our Lenten journey. I am 

deeply grateful for your support and care for the ministry of Urban 

Servant Corps and of the volunteers who serve with us each year. 

At Urban Servant Corps we believe that people need people – 
and it is in community that we are able to live more simple lives, 
more faithful lives, and lives that are in service to one another. 
This takes shape in the heart of one of the most gentrified 
neighborhoods in Denver -- an old (OLD!) mansion houses full-
time volunteers living on $75 per month. These volunteers come 
from all over the United States (and sometimes the world) to the 
city of Denver to actively engage their faith, practice simplicity, 
live intentionally with strangers, and serve full-time at a nonprofit 
organization.  

Their faith journeys are marked by an intense spiritual framework 

as they believe, doubt, question and fear – remaining in dialogue 

with the Holy Spirit. They embark on lives of service, healing, and 

justice for those who are most in need. The intentional community 

piece simply means the commitment to “belong” to one another 

and live with a common purpose. And they do this with an attitude 

of simplicity – a heightened awareness of need vs. want. 



Throughout this Lenten journey, each Wednesday evening, you 

will hear from our current volunteers who will offer their reflections 

of these lived values – intentional community, service, faith, and 

simplicity. I am particularly delighted that one of our current 

volunteers will share her experience with the new USC program 

called Emeritus, which is an opportunity for retired folks to “match 

the joy of freedom with the desire for purpose” as they engage in 

meaningful volunteer service – part-time. The community value is 

still present, you can stay living in your own home – community is 

built in other intentional ways. There is an opportunity to engage 

in meaningful volunteer service, learn about social justice, 

participate in faithful conversations, and create community with 

others who share values of faith, service and simplicity...all the 

while keeping your mind and body healthy and active. You will 

hear Julie’s story of being an Emeritus volunteer as well as the 

stories of the young adults who have made this extraordinary 

commitment. Please join us each Wednesday in Lent to meet 

these amazing folks!  

Pastor Emily shared with me that your Lenten theme is “Our 

extraordinary God in our ordinariness of life”…as we read this 

Gospel text this morning, I truly couldn’t think of a better summary 

statement! Peter has a significant and EXTRAODINARY 

encounter on the mountain top in the midst of what was likely a 

pretty ordinary day. What I love about this story is that it offers a 

moment of affirmation to a “mystical” experience...complete with 

bright clouds, radiant clothes, and the booming voice of 

God….this kind of experience that perhaps some of you have had 

(or something akin to this) but may be hesitant to share for fear of 

judgement….but here is one in the Bible…so if you have had this 

kind of experience, you are legit! It is also true that you may not 



have had an experience like this, but rather have had 

extraordinary God experiences in quieter, less “flashy” moments – 

rest assured there are examples of this in the Bible as well…just 

not today.   This is a very true “mystery of faith” moment on the 

mountain for Peter. 

What I also love about this story is that it is clearly a significant 

marking point in Peter’s faith formation. This story shares about 

an extraordinary reveling of God – unanticipated, unexpected. 

Let’s just take a moment to press pause on the mountain top with 

Peter and celebrate this moment. To acknowledge all the emotion 

in it – fear “they were terrified!”, curiosity, a sense of awe. To seek 

to understand what it could mean for Peter’s faith journey to 

experience God in this way. Peter has this extraordinary and 

literally “mountain top” experience with returned prophets and with 

God who gives him instruction to LISTEN to Jesus…Peter has 

encountered God in a life-changing way!! ….and then, goes back 

on his ordinary way.  

What we can glean from this Bible story is that God’s presence 

transfigures this life. I read a bit in the magazine Christian Century 

that said, “Ordinary revelations are here and there and 

everywhere – the whole world held in God’s hands, gifts offered to 

us not as possessions under our control, but as abundant and 

unpredictable grace. Transfiguration is an invitation to return to 

our communities and our lives with renewed attention and 

patience, awaiting the luminescence of the mundane. To attend to 

the present and wonder at the ordinary; to let this life astonish us 

with the sacred. It is good for us to be here – right where we are, 

for this too, is holy ground.” 



So as we head in to our Lenten journey this year… my invitation 

to you is this: To close our eyes so that we may see – how can 

we be more focused, a better listener if we are to closer our eyes 

so that we may see….to be aware, to pay attention -- When will 

we next recognize the presence of God? (Maybe it’s the nudge to 

join the USC Emeritus community, wink wink). How will you pause 

in your experiences of God, celebrate it. What is it like to 

encounter the fullness of God’s promises, not just in words but in 

the very presence of God’s prophets and God’s unmistakable 

voice? Let us close our eyes so that we may see. AMEN. 

 

 


