
CHRISTMAS EVE	

December	24,	2020	
GLORY	OF	GOD	LUTHERAN	CHURCH	

Introduction

In	winter’s	deepest	night,	we	welcome	the	light	of	the	Christ	child.	Isaiah	declares	that	the	light	of	the	long-
promised	king	will	illumine	the	world	and	bring	endless	peace	and	jus=ce.	Paul	reminds	us	that	the	grace	of	God	
through	Jesus	Christ	brings	salva=on	to	all	people.	The	angels	declare	that	Jesus’	birth	is	good	and	joyful	news	for	
everyone,	including	lowly	shepherds.	Filled	with	the	light	that	shines	in	our	lives,	we	go	forth	to	share	the	light	of	
Christ	with	the	whole	world.	

🎵 PRELUDE ~ Christmas Selections               Joe DeWinkle 
                                                  
🎵 SPECIAL MUSIC ~ Jesu’ Bambino - music by Pietro A. Yon                  Rosie Downs & Roz Kueter 

✞WELCOME 

🎵 SONG ~ Come Now, O Prince of Peace (ELW #247)   
Verse:                              
Come now, O God of light, make us one body. 
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

✞LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH ~ Light                                                               The Munson Family 

🎵 SONG ~ Come Now, O Prince of Peace (ELW #247)                            
Verse:                              
Come now, O God of light, make us one body. 
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people 

P:  Tonight, we thank you, God for the hope, the love, the joy, the peace, and the light that redeems us and shows us the way. 
C:  We thank you, God for the gift of Jesus. We thank you God, that through Christ, light has come into the world and made it  
      possible for us to see. 
P:  Loving God: 
C:  Emmanuel, we thank you for being with us, to walk with us and to lead us. Grant that the hope, the love, the joy, and the  
      peace of which we have heard and spoken of throughout Advent may be fully realized in us as we worship and serve you  
      through Christ Jesus our Lord, this both now, and in the new year that comes this night, and forevermore. Amen.  

                                                

🎵 SONG ~ O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW #283) 
1)  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!  
     O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
     Come and behold him, born the king of angels:  

Refrain:  
     O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
     O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!  

2)  The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 
     born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
     Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! (Refrain)  

3)  Sing, choirs of angles, Sing in exultation,  
     Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
     Glory to God In the highest:  (Refrain)  
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✞CHRISTMAS LITANY 
P:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  
C:  The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it. 
P:  Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 
C:  We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.  
P:  For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C:  In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

✞GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God sent from heaven above, be with you all.    
C: And also with you.  

✞OPENING PRAYER 
P: Let us pray: 
C: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk 

in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE LIGHT 

🎵 SONG ~ Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW #289) 
1)   Angels we have heard on high, 
 sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
 and the mountains in reply, 
 echoing their joyous strains. 

Refrain: 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

2) Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
 Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be 
 which inspire your heav’nly song? (Refrain) 

3) Come to Bethlehem and see 
 him whose birth the angels sing; 
 come, adore on bended knee 
 Christ the Lord, the newborn king. (Refrain) 

✞CHILDREN’S MESSAGE ~ Happy Birthday Jesus                               Pastor Emily Cardin  

✞GOSPEL:  Luke 2:1-14 ~ The Birth of Jesus 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and 
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 
5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came 
for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But 
the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see--I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  
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🎵 SONG ~ Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (ELW #270) 
Verse 1) 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king;  
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.”  
Joyful, all you nations rise; join the triumph of the skies;  
With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”  

Verse 2) 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,  
Late in time behold him come, off-spring of a virgin’s womb.  
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, incarnate deity!  
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel!  
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”  

Verse 3) 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of 

righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 

✞THE SERMON ~ Awe… Wonder… Love…                   Pastor Emily Cardin 

🎵 SONG ~ Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW #290) 
Refrain: 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

Verse 1) 
While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. (Refrain) 

Verse 2) 
The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo, above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. (Refrain) 

Verse 3) 
Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born; 
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. (Refrain) 

✞PRAYERS 
P: Filled with wonder and joy that God’s gift of grace has been given in the Son born for us, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

the needs of all. Gracious God, you come from heaven above into the midst of our world.  
C: Fill our hearts with the joy of the angels at your birth.  
P: You come from heaven above to the lowliest of human conditions.   
C: Watch over those in need, the sick, the hungry, the grieving. 
P:    You come to us in our every need, at this time we offer either silently or out loud our concerns on this Holy night: 
C:  (feel free to share out loud or silently your prayer requests) 
P: You come from heaven above to walk the way of the cross.   
C: Guide us to follow your path of forgiveness, mercy, and peace.  
P: You come from heaven above to become flesh and live among us.  
C: May we see your glory, full of grace and truth. Amen. 
P: Come down to us, O God, and make your home with us, in us, and through us, 

for the sake of the one whose birth the angels sang and the shepherds proclaimed,  
 Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen 

🎵 The First Noel (ELW #300)       
1) The first Noel the angel did say 
 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay.  
 In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep 
 on a cold winter's night that was so deep 
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.  

2) They looked up and saw a star 
 shining in the east beyond them far 
 And to the earth it gave great light, 
 and so it continued both day and night 
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.  
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✞THE MEAL IS SHARED 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table for Holy Communion.  

You will receive your own bread and wine/juice in your own homes. 
At the time the body of Christ is offered ~ Take and EAT 

At the time the blood of Christ is offered ~ Take and DRINK. 
We will be one receiving the Lord’s Supper together. 

✞GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P: Holy God, we praise you. Let the heavens be joyful, and the earth be glad. We bless you for creating the whole world; for your 
promises to your people Israel, and for Jesus Christ in whom your fullness dwells. Born of Mary, he shares our life. Eating with 
sinners, he welcomes us. Guiding our children, he leads us. Risen from the dead, he gives new life. Living with us, he prays for us.  

  

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. With thanksgiving we take this bread and this cup and proclaim the mystery of faith.  

C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

P: Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us that this meal may be a communion in the body and blood of our Lord. Make us one with Christ 
and with all who share this feast. Unite us in faith, encourage us with hope, inspire us to love, that we may serve as your faithful 
disciples until we feast at your table in glory. We praise you, eternal God, through Christ your Word made flesh, in the holy and life-
giving Spirit, now and forever.  

C:  Amen.  

✞LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,    and lead us not into temptation 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  but deliver us from evil. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread;    For thine is the kingdom, 
and forgive us our trespasses,    and the power, and the glory 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  forever and ever. Amen 

🎵 LAMB OF GOD ~ What Child Is This (ELW #296) 
1) What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
 on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 

2) Why lies he in such mean estate 
 where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
 the silent Word is pleading. 
 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
 the cross be borne for me, for you; 
 hail, hail the Word made flesh,  
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
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✞COMMUNING AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
                    

🎵 SPECIAL MUSIC ~ O Holy Night - by Adolphe Adam 

✞PRAYER AFTER HOLY COMMUNION 
P: Emmanuel, God with us, you grace us with life and breath and give us bread 

for the journey. Send us out in service to this world that you love, telling the 
amazing news of your coming to be Savior and Lord of all. 

C: Amen. 

🎵 SONG ~ Away in a Manger (ELW #277) 
1) Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
 The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 
 The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay  

2) The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 
 But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
 I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky  
 And stay by my cradle ‘till morning is nigh.  

✞PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS 
P: All powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of 

darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen.  

✞BENEDICTION / BLESSING 
P: Grace from God’s own heart, peace from the ✞ Child in the manger, and strength from the Spirit of life be blessings for you today 

and forever. 
C: Amen. 

THE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE  
Please light your candles at home. 

🎵 SPECIAL MUSIC FOR CANDLE LIGHTING                                                                                                                       Joe DeWinkle  
     

🎵 SONG ~ Silent Night, Holy Night! (ELW #281) 
1) Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright  
 Round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  

3) Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 
 Radiant beams from your holy face, 
 With the dawn of redeeming grace,  
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.  

2) Silent night, holy night! Shepards quake at the sight; 
 Glories stream from heaven afar,  
 Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
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✞CHRISTMAS BLESSING 
P: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
C: Thanks be to God, Christ is born!!! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS  

from your family and friends at  
GLORY OF GOD LUTHERAN CHURCH  

12200 W. 38th Avenue 
Wheat Ridge, Colorado 80033 

(303) 421-2721  
WWW.GLORYOFGODCHURCH.NET  

Ministers: Members and Friends of Glory of God 
Pastor: Emily Cardin, pastoremily@gloryofgodchurch.net  

Parish Administrator: Alison Kruser, pa@gloryofgodchurch.net  
Music Coordinator: Roz Kueter 
Choir Director:  Colleen Keefe  
Accompanist: Joe DeWinkle  

Worship Assistant:  Jebb Cardin 
Special Music: Rosie Downs & Roz Kueter 

Technology: Margot Paul, Jonathan Bachmann, Jan Bryson 

Thanks to all for sharing their special musical gifts with us,  
on this, the eve of the celebration of Christ’s birth!  

©Used by Permission 
CCLI #767854 & OneLicense #A-714602 
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